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legacy Immigration and Naturalization 
Service in El Centro, CA. He also 
worked as an Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral and Assistant Public Defender for 
the Government of American Samoa. 
Judge Bennett was appointed as an im-
migration judge in El Centro, CA, in 
1989. 

In Oregon, we were fortunate to have 
Judge Bennett assigned to our immi-
gration court in 1998. During his ten-
ure, Judge Bennett has served as an 
impartial adjudicator who is known for 
his fair and compassionate decisions. 
He has gained the respect of his col-
leagues, fellow attorneys, and the pub-
lic for his intricate knowledge of immi-
gration law. Further, Judge Bennett 
has created a positive work environ-
ment in the Portland immigration 
court that is commendable and should 
be recognized. 

Judge Bennett comes from a long 
line of public servants, including his 
grandparents and parents. His grand-
father served in the U.S. Navy and 
fought in WWII. Judge Bennett’s father 
also served in the U.S. Navy and even-
tually earned his Ph.D. and became a 
teacher. Judge Bennett and his wife, 
Sivai, have continued to dedicate 
themselves to making Oregon a better 
place through their public service. 

It is an honor to recognize Judge Mi-
chael H. Bennett for his service to the 
United States, to Oregon, and to his 
community. 
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150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
MAINE DENTAL ASSOCIATION 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, the 
Maine Dental Association was incor-
porated in 1867 with 22 members. Today 
I wish to recognize the MDA and its 
more than 700 members for 150 years of 
dedication to their profession and to 
the people of our State. 

The remarkable advancements in 
dentistry over the years were accom-
panied by a greater understanding of 
the link between oral health and over-
all health. As doctors who specialize in 
oral medicine, the dentists of the MDA 
are a central part of Maine’s 
healthcare sector. Expanding access to 
healthcare, including oral healthcare, 
is among the most important issues 
facing our society. Maine is a large, 
rural State with a strong network of 
dental clinics supported by MDA mem-
bers. In addition, the MDA sponsors the 
Donated Dental Services Program that 
provides free comprehensive care to 
our disabled, aged, and medically com-
promised citizens in need. 

Access to oral healthcare in Maine 
took a major step forward on May 20, 
2017, when the University of New Eng-
land College of Dental Medicine held a 
commencement ceremony for its first 
graduating class. The MDA has been a 
strong supporter of this first dental 
college in northern New England since 
the college was founded in 2013, and 
many of the 62 graduates who earned 
doctor of dental medicine degrees per-
formed clinical rotations in commu-

nities throughout the State under the 
guidance of MDA members. I visited 
the Portland UNE clinic and was de-
lighted to learn of the plans of many 
students to practice in Maine where 
their services are very much needed. 
From preventing and treating oral 
health problems to educating parents 
and caregivers, MDA members also 
play an essential role in the health, 
safety, and well-being of Maine chil-
dren. 

Throughout our State, members of 
the Maine Dental Association provide 
vital healthcare with expertise, com-
mitment, and compassion. It is a pleas-
ure to congratulate the MDA for 150 
years of accomplishments and con-
tributions benefiting the people of 
Maine. 
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175TH ANNIVERSARY OF CASE IH 
AGRICULTURE AND FARM EQUIP-
MENT 

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, today 
I wish to celebrate the 175th anniver-
sary of Case IH Agriculture and Farm 
Equipment and to recognize its out-
standing commitment and contribution 
to Wisconsin’s economy. 

Mr. Jerome Increase Case, born in 
1819 in western New York, was well ac-
quainted with agricultural equipment 
even as a young man. Case provided 
threshing services to local farms and 
realized at the young age of 16 that 
farming techniques needed improve-
ment after witnessing a demonstration 
of an early threshing machine that 
could thresh more in one hour than a 
man could all day. After settling in 
Wisconsin in the early 1840s, Case build 
his first thresher-separator in Roch-
ester, WI, but when the town refused to 
let Case draw electricity from the local 
mill, Case loaded his invention into a 
wagon and headed to Racine, WI. 

The J.I. Case Threshing Machine 
Company was founded in 1842 at a time 
when Racine’s tallest building was the 
local grain elevator. By 1848, the com-
pany was Racine’s largest employer. As 
a true pioneer in the field of agricul-
tural equipment, J.I. Case manufac-
tured the first steam engine tractor in 
1869. The Old No. 1 is still on display at 
the Smithsonian Institution. Although 
it was mounted on wheels, it was still 
drawn by horses. The first self-pro-
pelled steam engine followed in 1876. 

Case machines were first transported 
beyond U.S. borders in 1871 and won 
first prize at the Paris Exposition. By 
1886, Case became the largest producer 
of steam engines in the world. 

During World War II, the company’s 
plants manufactured aircraft wings, 
aircraft towing tractors, artillery 
shells, and doors for the Sherman tank. 
In fact, the company’s 1942 centennial 
was celebrated 7 years late because of 
the war. 

In 1985, Case IH became the Nation’s 
second-largest farm equipment manu-
facturer after J.I. Case purchased the 
agricultural division of International 
Harvest and the business legacies of 

two major equipment companies were 
united under one company. In 1999, 
Case IH merged with New Holland Ag 
to form a parent company, CNH Global, 
although equipment was still produced 
under the Case IH name. Since the 
merger, Case has remained at the fore-
front of the farming industry, seeking 
new ways to adapt to the changing 
trends. In 2010, Case IH created the 
world’s first tractor to meet the tier 4 
emissions requirements of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency. Case IH Ag-
riculture and Farm Equipment cur-
rently works with more than 4,900 deal-
ers and distributes products in more 
than 160 countries. 

As one of Wisconsin’s founding manu-
facturers, Case has been a major con-
tributor to Wisconsin’s farming legacy. 
Over the past 175 years, this proud 
company has provided jobs for count-
less Wisconsin families and economic 
growth for the State I am so proud to 
represent. 

I offer my sincere congratulations to 
Case leadership and workers as they 
celebrate 175 years of business, and I 
wish them the very best for many more 
years of success in Racine and around 
the world. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO HARRY SIMMONS, JR. 
∑ Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to commend Harry Simmons, 
Jr., of Yazoo City, MS, for his service 
and contributions to the State of Mis-
sissippi while serving as the 81st presi-
dent of the Delta Council. 

Since its founding in 1935, Delta 
Council has grown to be a widely re-
spected economic development organi-
zation representing the business, pro-
fessional, and agricultural interests of 
the Mississippi Delta region. I am 
grateful to Delta Council for its contin-
uous role in meeting the economic and 
quality of life challenges in this unique 
part of our country. 

Harry Simmons’s tenure as council 
president began in May 2016. In leading 
the council, he has been a notably 
strong advocate for Federal flood con-
trol, farm support, and infrastructure 
improvements in the Delta region. 

A Yazoo County native, Mr. Simmons 
graduated from Yazoo City High 
School and earned an agricultural eco-
nomics degree from Mississippi State 
University. He has had a strong career 
as a catfish and row-crop producer. Mr. 
Simmons, with his daughter Katy and 
son-in-law Andy Prosser, jointly man-
age both his farm operation and highly 
successful catfish processing operation, 
Simmons Farm Raised Catfish. His 
processing facility employs more than 
200 people in Yazoo County, and his 
farming operation consists of catfish, 
corn, soybeans, and cotton production. 

In addition to his leadership in Delta 
Council, Mr. Simmons has served as 
chairman of the Catfish Institute, 
president of Catfish Farmers of Amer-
ica, and on the boards of both the 
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